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so common on the coast. It is not too much to say that the Persian and Abyssinian strains, grafted on the original Semitic stock, has produced, in this splendid climate, a race that need fear comparison with none in point of physique.
In character they are brave and patriotic, long-suffering in adversity, and steadfast to a cause : but slothful, untrustworthy, hypocritical, and vicious. The true Arab with all his defects of greed and cruelty has virtues which have always been the object of admiration. His word once passed is to him the most sacred of obligations. He will fight to the last rather than surrender the fugitive who has taken refuge with him. Not so, however, the Arab of the Yemen, with whom, not infrequently, honour is held of small account in comparison with gain or personal advancement.
The Christian merchants of Sanaa are a respectable, well-to-do class, not remarkable for energy or enterprise. As Signor Caprotti says of them, they use up all their available ingenuity in discovering Saints' Days and other excuses for shutting up shop and going out for the day. They trade almost entirely with the Turks, for articles of Western manufacture are not wanted by the Arabs. In their shops such things as European clothes, Huntley and Palmer's biscuits, and sardines are procurable.
Perhaps the most interesting of all are the Jews, who seem to be the only people to do any real work. Were they to go on strike, life in Sanaa would become impossible. This, however, is not likely to happen, or at any rate it would be a very sad thing for the Jews if it did. In their hands are the sanitary arrangements (such as they are), the building and repair of buildings, practically all the artisan work, and certain other duties which require some more particular elucidation. When the Turks occupied the country for the second time it became necessary, in order to come to terms with the Arab leaders, to proclaim the supremacy of the Moslem law throughout the land : for the latter, however much they may evade it in practice, hold that the Sheria is the only code to which a Moslem can properly submit. This involved certain inconvenient consequences, among them